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Monday 14" June - Sunday 20" June 2021: 11" Week in Ordinary Time

Monday, 14™ June. St. Davnet

8.00am: No Intention.

10.00am: Paddy Joe McDermott & Son Craig.(A)
Tuesday, 15™ June.

8.00am: Special Intention

10.00am: Dinny Whelan. (A)
Wednesday, 16" June.

8.00am: Peggy Meskill (1 A) and D.F.M.

10.00am: Margaret Canning. (A)

Thursday, 17" June.

8.00am: No Intention.

10.00am: Peter & Lucy Clyne. (A)

Friday, 18™ June.

8.00am: Martin McDonagh (Birthday remembrance)
10.00am: Helen & Johnny Nevin (A)

Saturday, 19" June. St. Romuald.

8.00am: Joe Balfe. (A)

10.00am: Angela & Gerry Cusker & Son John. (A)
Sunday, 20" June. 12" Sunday of the Year.
6.00pm (Vigil): Charlie McDonagh (Months Mind).
7.30pm (Vigil): Clodagh Brady. (A)

8.00am: Marie McGovern. (A)

10.00am: John & Elizabeth McCaffrey & Daughter Mary Finnegan. (A)

11.30am: Shared: 1. John & Margaret Victory & Son PJ. (A)

2. Brendan & Mary Ward. (A)
1.00pm: Raymond Hackett and DM of the Hackett Family (A)
6.00pm: John & Rose Dowd.

RECENTLY BAPTISED: With great joy we welcomed Filip Dariusz Cebula,
Lisbrack Road & Penny Jo Hewitt, Park Court and Senan Hanley, Dublin into
the Christian community last weekend.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: We thank you for your contribution to the
Offertory Collection for the last week that amounted to €3,925.00.

PENTECOST DUES: A very sincere thanks to everybody who has and
continues to contribute to the 6 Dues collections for the support of the priests of
the Parish. The amount received for the Pentecost Dues was € 14,550

DATES FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Saturday 11" September at
11am - St. Michael’s N.S. and at 2pm St. Eimear’s N.S. Saturday 09
October @ 11am Stonepark N.S. and at 2pm St. Joseph’s N.S. On Saturday
09" October @ 11am Melview N.S, and at 2pm. Gaelscoil on Longfoirt.

11" Sunday OT: GOSPEL FROM ST. MARK (4:26-34)
It is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;
yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest
shrub of them all.

Jesus said to the crowds: ‘This is what
the kingdom of God is like. A man
throws seed on the land. Night and day,
while he sleeps, when he is awake, the
seed is sprouting and growing; how, he
does not know. Of its own accord the
land produces first the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And
when the crop is ready, he loses no time: he starts to reap because the harvest
has come.’

He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is like? What parable
can we find for it? It is like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in
the soil is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows
into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that the birds
of the air can shelter in its shade.’

Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, so far as they
were capable of understanding it. He would not speak to them except in
parables, but he explained everything to his disciples when they were alone.
The Gospel of the Lord.



REFLECTION: There is a story told of Napoleon when he was at
the height of his power. At one stage he met the cardinal of Paris
and said to him, “I am going to destroy the Vatican!” The cardinal
replied: “You won’t be able.” Napoleon said, “I will. Just you wait
and see.” The cardinal said to Napoleon: “You will never be

able. We priests have been trying to destroy it for the last 1800
years and we haven’t been able!”

I often think it is amazing how so many people keep coming back
to the Church, or even just remain with the Church, in spite of so
many reasons to leave it: scandals, bad example, bad preaching
and so on. For several years I've travelled with IPT to Lourdes on
Easter Sunday. On Wednesday night we have a Reconciliation
Service in the Rosary Basilica and every career is invited to attend.
I am amazed at how people from many different countries would
come and confess their sins, many after being away from the
Church for decades. Why is this? It is because the Spirit of God
goes on moving people, drawing people and inspiring people to
keep coming back. And where the practice of the faith decreases
in one part of the world, such as in Europe at the moment, it
increases in another and so the cycle continues.

The Lord does not wait until we are ready to act, or to preach, or to
reach out to people. God simply goes on loving his people all over
the world and moving people to act where it is needed, whether
we are ready or not. In the Gospel today are these lovely examples
of what the kingdom of God is like. Jesus compares it to plants
growing in the ground. The farmer plants the seed, but the plants
grow by themselves, ‘how, he does not know.” God continues to
work and guide people to himself whether we take part or not.

Sometimes I think that our work is a bit like that of the farmer in
the parable. We are called to plant seeds. We try and be signposts
to God, pointing them in the right direction and then God does
everything else. By ourselves we are very limited in what we can
do, but the thing is that we do have a part to play. God invites us to
be part of his work, helping others along the road to heaven,
perhaps by prayer, by example, and for a few of us, by preaching.
But all of us are invited to play a part. For most of us it is a hidden

part. I think we often underestimate the importance of praying for
others and the power of prayer.

Jesus uses the parable of the mustard seed. Itis a tiny seed, but it
can grow into something many thousands of times its size. In
other words, although we are small we can influence people and
the world around us, even though we may not realise it. Our local
Church is meant to be small. We are not meant to be big and
powerful and dominant. All too often we see what happens when
we get too big and powerful; we forget what we are about and we
so easily get caught up in prestige and status and our own
importance. But when we are small we remain dependent on God
and focused on God. That is when God can work through us most
effectively because we don’t get in the way. When we are not full
of ourselves there is room for God.

I’'m sure that one of the things that is happening in the Church at
the moment is that God is helping us to become small again. While
once we were big and powerful, I think that now we have gained a
better understanding of our role and our purpose. Change can be
painful, but it can also be powerful. The Lord facilitates this to
happen because He loves us and He knows what will help us.

The Apostles too wanted Jesus to be big and powerful. James and
John asked if they should call down fire on a town that didn’t make
them welcome. Another time one of them asked Jesus if the time
had come for God to ‘restore the kingdom to Israel,’ in other words
to kick the occupying Romans out and become powerful once
again. But the way of Jesus was something very different and
unexpected. His was the way of the cross. He was despised and
rejected and appeared to be a complete failure. The Apostles
found this very hard to accept, but eventually God helped them to
learn that this was the path that they too must walk.

God continues to enable His kingdom grow; drawing people
to himself and helping people to find their way; most of the time
we don’t know how. We are invited to play our part by praying for
those around us and speaking about God by the way we live our
lives every day.



